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awtlter bird which attempts to steal his prey. The goat's skin
bunts open and Sanudasa falls in a tank which is In the heart of
a luxuriant forest. The next day he comes to a river the banks of
wfcich arc of golden sand; near by, there is a herinitage from which
& hermit comes out.
The above story refers to several * paths' or ingenious means
<rf passing through difficult territory. A few more of these paths
are referred to in various early books. There is Jannupatha where
one has to crawl on knees. Sankupatka was a difficult and laborious
fce for ascending a mountain. An iron hook, attached to a
of skia, is thrown up till the hook is fixed up in the mountain.
Having climbed up the rope, the man makes a hole on the hillside
with a diamond-tipped Iron instrument, and fixes a spear. Having
caught bold of this, he detaches the hook, and throws it aloft again,
till it is agaia ixett up in the mountain. Then he ties the rope to
the span1, and having caught hold of the rope with one hand,
strikes it by a hammer with the other till the spear is detached.
Tfaea he climbs up again, again fixes the spear, and repeats the
process till he ascends the top of the hill. Last comes Chhatrapatha,
the means of coming down from a steep height. One has to jump
down from a precipice with an open parasol made of skin, and
descends slowly to the ground, on account of the resistance of the
&ir. In other words, it involved the principle of parachute.
These various kinds of 'paths* give us some idea of the diffi-
culties which Indians had to surmount while travelling in unknown
foreign lands to which they were attracted by lure of wealth. An
idea of the dangers attending a sea-voyage in small wooden boats
is given in the following vivid description recorded by the Chinese
traveller Fa-hien who went by way of sea from India to China early
In the fifth century A.D.
**Fa Hien took passage in a large merchantman, on board of
which there were more than 200 men and to which was attached by
a tope a smaller vessel, as a provision against damage or injury to
the krge one from the perils of the navigation. With a favourable
wind, they proceeded eastward for three days, and then they
encountered a great wind. The vessel sprang a leak and the water
came in. The merchants wished to go to the smaller vessel; but
the men on board it, fearing that too many would come, cut the
connecting rope. The merchants were greatly alarihed, feeling
their risk of instant death. Afraid that the vessel would fill, they
took their bulky goods and threw them into the water.
^ "In this way the tempest continued day and night, till on the
thirteenth day the ship was carried to the side of an island, where
cm Hie ebbing of the tide, the place of the leak was discovered, afifl